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A Slow Bern
I find that the older I get, the less likely I am to venture into "new things". I've also
noticed that I become more frustrated and irritated when my ventures don't turn out
as planned. That's one of the many reasons I wonder how in the world Bernie and
his handlers think he's going to make it into the White House.
Don't get me wrong, I love everything he's saying. He is "speaking truth to power", as
they say, and I'm proud of him for doing it. I just see that he's got a snowball's
chance in Hell of pulling off a win in the general election, no matter who the
Republican candidate turns out to be. I particularly love the fact that the young
people are so energized for him, and are turning out in droves to support him. I just
hope they turn out the same way for Hillary if Bernie doesn't get the nod. I also hope
that Bernie is not a part of some bizarro hipster movement that will turn it's attention
elsewhere when they get bored with the old guy. Young folks these days seem to
have the attention span of an African Tsetse fly, so I will be surprised if they can
maintain their interest until mid-November.
I am also reminded of another totally left candidate who played very well to the youth
demographic, George McGovern. It was a very different time, one when the youth of
our country were out marching in the streets every day to put an end to foreign
excursions, civil rights, empowering women and other social issues. The presidential
election of 1972, left the Democratic candidates George McGovern and Eugene
Shriver crushed in a 61-percent to 37-percent defeat to Richard Nixon. The Electoral
College total was 520 to 17, for Nixon. At the time, this was the second biggest
landslide in American history. I'm not saying that I don't think that Bernie won't be
"served by youth" as well, I'm just offering up a recollection from the past. After all,
"those who don't remember the past are doomed to repeat it", as the saying goes.
So, as excited as I am to see the progressive ideas expostulated by Bernie take hold
with the American people, I wonder when the realities of his age will catch up with
him. At what point will some dip ask Bernie some dumb question, and Bernie lose it
and go total octogenarian Rambo on them? I know it's a possibility I deal with
everyday, and Bernie's got a few years on me. What if, and I'm out in the unicorns
and rainbows area here, Bernie wins the election? We've all seen how the White
House ages people. President Obama was a young looking, athletic man when he
moved in. He is grey haired now. Even W, who rarely spent any time in Washington,
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aged dramatically after taking office. If a guy is 75 when he enters the White House,
how long has he got? Hopefully, Martin O'Malley is available for backup to Bernie or
Hillary. I wouldn't be unhappy with O'Malley as president, even if he had to come in
through the backdoor.
Congrats to Bernie for winning New Hampshire. It gets a lot tougher from here on
out.
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